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A Level History student exemplars pack

About this exemplars pack

This pack has been produced to support History teachers delivering the new A Level
History specification (first teaching 2015). Existing exemplar packs for both AS and A
Level can be found on the Edexcel website and further packs will be published as centres
progress through the course.

The pack contains exemplar student responses to A Level History Paper 2:
. Option 2D.1: The unification of Italy, c1830-70.
. Option 2D.2: The unification of Germany, c1840-71.

It shows real student responses to questions from the Summer 2017 examination series.
The questions covered in this pack address Assessment Objectives 1 and 2.

% in
Students must: GCE
AO1 Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and
understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features
related to the periods studied, making substantiated ce
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause,
consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and
significance
AO2 Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary
and/or contemporary to the period, within its historical 20
context
AO3 Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context,
different ways in which aspects of the past have been 25
interpreted
Total 100%

Following each question, you will find the mark scheme for the band that the student has
achieved.
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Paper 9HIO_2D

Section A
Question 1 and Question 2

Option 2D.1: The unification of Italy, c1830-70
Study Sources 1 and 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

1 How far could the historian make use of Sources 1 and 2 together to investigate the
role of the Papacy as an obstacle to Italian unity in the years 1861-70?

Explain your answer, using both sources, the information given about them and your
own knowledge of the historical context.

Option 2D.2: The unification of Germany, c1840-71
Study Sources 3 and 4 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

2 How far could the historian make use of Sources 3 and 4 together to investigate the
importance of Prussia in the Kleindeutschland solution to German unification?

Explain your answer, using both sources, the information given about them and your
own knowledge of the historical context.

Exemplar response A

Chosen question numbser;  Quastion 1 X Question 2 [ —

DA AT
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This response received 6 marks.

2 4-7  Demonstrates some understanding and attempts analysis of the source
material by selecting and summarising information and making
undeveloped inferences relevant to the question.

» Contextual knowledge is added to information from the source material
to expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail.

» Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified enquiry but
with limited support for judgement. Concepts of reliability or utility are

addressed mainly by noting aspects of source provenance and
judgements may be based on questionable assumptions.

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017 5
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Exemplar response B

Chosen question number:  Question1 B Question 2
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This response received 12 marks.

3 8-12 |+« Demonstrates understanding of the source material and shows some
analysis by selecting key points relevant to the question, explaining their
meaning and selecting material to support valid inferences.

+ Deploys knowledge of the historical context to explain or support
inferences as well as to expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail.

+ Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified enquiry and
explanation of utility takes into account relevant considerations such as
nature or purpose of the source material or the position of the author.
Judgements are based on valid criteria but with limited justification.

10 © Pearson Education Ltd 2017
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Exemplar response C

Chosen question number:  Question 1 Question 2 B
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This response received 13 marks.

4 13-16 | = Analyses the source material, interrogating the evidence to make
reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the material can be
used, for example by distinguishing between information and claim or
opinion, although treatment of the two sources may be uneven,

+ Deploys knowledge of the historical context to illuminate and/or discuss
the limitations of what can be gained from the content of the source
material, displaying some understanding of the need to interpret source
material in the context of the values and concerns of the society from
which it is drawn.

* Evaluation of the source material uses valid criteria which are justified
and applied, although some of the evaluation may be weakly

substantiated. Evaluation takes into account the weight the evidence will
bear as part of coming to a judgement.
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Exemplar response D

Chosen question number:  Question1 B Question 2 K
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This response received 4 marks.

2 4-7 *+ Demonstrates some understanding and attempts analysis of the source
material by selecting and summarising information and making
undeveloped inferences relevant to the question.

* Contextual knowledge is added to information from the source material
to expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail.

+ Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified enquiry but
with limited support for judgement. Concepts of reliability or utility are
addressed mainly by noting aspects of source provenance and
judgements may be based on questionable assumptions.
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Section B

Question 3, Question 4, Question 5 and
Question 6

Option 2D.1: The unification of Italy, c1830-70
EITHER

3 How far do you agree that Mazzini and his nationalist supporters achieved very little
in the years 1830-567

OR

4 'Cavour was the driving force behind the events leading to the outbreak of the
Second Italian War of Independence (1859).

How far do you agree with this statement?

Option 2D.2: The unification of Germany, ¢1840-71
EITHER

5 'The revolutions in the states of the German Confederation in 1848 had no single
underlying cause!

How far do you agree with this statement?

OR

6 How significant was Bismarck's contribution to the Prussian victory over Austria
in 18667

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017 19
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Exemplar response E

Chosen question number:  Question3 Question 4 [J
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This response received 8 marks.

3 8-12 | * Thereis some analysis of, and attempt to explain links between, the
relevant key features of the period and the question, although
descriptive passages may be included.

+ Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included to demonstrate some
understanding of the demands and conceptual focus of the question, but
material lacks range or depth.

« Attempts are made to establish criteria for judgement and to relate the
overall judgement to them, although with weak substantiation.

+ The answer shows some organisation. The general trend of the argument
is clear, but parts of it lack logic, coherence and precision.
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This response received 17 marks.

5 17-20 | « Key issues relevant to the question are explored by a sustained analysis
of the relationships between key features of the period.

« Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the
demands and conceptual focus of the question, and to respond fully to its
demands.

« Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are established and
applied and their relative significance evaluated in the process of
reaching and substantiating the overall judgement.

* The answer is well organised. The argument is logical and coherent
throughout and is communicated with clarity and precision.
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This response received 14 marks.

4 13-16 | * Key issues relevant to the question are explored by an analysis of the
relationships between key features of the period, although treatment of
issues may be uneven.

+ Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the
demands and conceptual focus of the question and to meet most of its
demands.

« Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are established and
applied in the process of coming to a judgement. Although some of the
evaluations may be only partly substantiated, the overall judgement is
supported.

* The answer is generally well organised. The argument is logical and is
communicated with clarity, although in a few places it may lack
coherence and precision.
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This response received 20 marks.

5 17-20 | * Key issues relevant to the question are explored by a sustained analysis
of the relationships between key features of the period.

+ Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the
demands and conceptual focus of the question, and to respond fully to its
demands.

+ Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are established and
applied and their relative significance evaluated in the process of
reaching and substantiating the overall judgement.

+ The answer is well organised. The argument is logical and coherent
throughout and is communicated with clarity and precision.
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